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Last year was extraordinary—a year that highlighted innovation,  
perseverance, and achievement—as the Foundation helped the  
National Museum of the U.S. Air Force™ (NMUSAF) celebrate the  
75th Anniversary of the Air Force.

This past year was also challenging, with the Museum increasing their  
request for program support funding from the Foundation by more than  
four times as much as in 2021. With help from you, our supporters, we were 
able to meet the challenge head on, and continue our success in helping 
make the NMUSAF a world-class museum for visitors from around the globe.

The challenge for increased funding provided an opportunity to start new 
traditions and welcome people to the Museum for new events and  
experiences, while continuing to enable the Museum to perform its core 
function. Specifically:

—  YOU helped the Foundation fully fund and co-produce the adults-only  
After Dark: Bombers and Brews in November which was a huge success 
and attracted more than 700 visitors. As a result of that resounding  
success, we have now scheduled After Dark events every quarter in 2023.

—  YOU helped the Foundation fully fund two special, temporary exhibits in 
2022—Leonardo da Vinci: Machines in Motion and Above and Beyond— 
to attract non-traditional visitors.

—  YOU helped the Foundation financially support the Museum’s ongoing 
stewardship of the national historic collection, including funding  
conservation of the one-of-a-kind Stargazer Gondola; and the restoration 
of the Curtiss JN-4 Jenny, specifically the purchase of special, unbleached 
linen to cover the wings and fuselage. 

In addition, the Foundation opened a second retail location (Launchpad 
Shop ‘n Snack) between the Cold War Gallery and the Missile Gallery in the 
Museum, providing guests with another opportunity to commemorate their 
visit with one-of-a-kind souvenirs and to enjoy a snack or refreshment. And 
our entry hall team continues to excel at greeting guests to the Museum and 
providing information and assistance to further enhance their visit.

We are proud of our accomplishments over the last year, and we cannot 
thank you enough for your continued commitment to advancing our  
mission. We could not do it without YOU, and we are glad to count you 
among our dedicated advocates in this endeavor.
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During 2022, we shared the story of our Department of the U.S. Air Force 

through new and innovative events and exhibits. By the end of 2022 we  

saw visitor numbers finally return to pre-COVID levels. At every turn, the staff 
and donors of the Air Force Museum Foundation (AFMF) have supported 

our efforts and have been a tremendous partner.

The year marked a significant milestone for us to celebrate—the 75th  
Anniversary of the U.S. Air Force. Our veterans are the backbone of the 
nation’s most powerful Air Force, and we honored their service and sacrifice 
with special exhibits and events honoring WWI, WWII, Korea, and Vietnam. 

We also hosted two special exhibits that served to inspire our youngest  

visitors in the STEM fields (science, technology, engineering, and math).

Behind the scenes we laid the foundation for new and inspiring exhibits 

coming in 2023. Elements of the Enlisted Force Exhibit continue to be placed 

throughout the galleries, and Search and Rescue Exhibit will soon be  

installed in the Southeast Asia Gallery.

None of this would be possible without the continued support of the  

Foundation. The development team has been remarkably successful  

generating donor support, fully funding our special exhibits in 2022. In turn, 

the increased visitors have supported the work of the AFMF by contributing 

at the entry hall and availing themselves of the retail and attractions  

provided. This continues our winning partnership.

Moving into 2023 the future is bright. Attendance is running well above  

2019 levels in the first quarter. Thanks for all you do.
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HONORING THE LEGACY

NMUSAF photo

NMUSAF photo

NMUSAF photo

NMUSAF photo

For 2022, the National Museum of the U.S. Air Force™ 
had ambitious plans to celebrate the 75th anniversary of 
the Air Force and honor its history and legacy. This required 
an extraordinary change in the Foundation’s support. 

The Museum requested more than four times as much in 
program support funding as they did in 2021. To put things in perspective, the Museum’s 
Exhibits Division alone received nearly $450,000 in program support from the Foundation for 
2022. That’s almost $100,000 more than the entire Museum received in 2021!

Foundation donors and revenue-generating business units within the Foundation, such 
as Attractions, Café, Development, Events, and Retail, rose to the challenge and provided 
roughly $1.5 million dollars in support to the Museum in 2022—a record figure for annual 
program support.

One of the major projects special to both the Museum and the Foundation was the much- 
anticipated relocation of the Eugene W. Kettering Model Aircraft Collection from the  
corridor between the second and third buildings to the appropriately named Kettering Hall 
between the Early Years and World War II galleries. Kettering, who was the first chairman of 
the Air Force Museum Foundation, made a long-term loan of hundreds of hand-made model 

airplanes from his personal collection in 1962.

“The Museum envisions using the Kettering models to display 
the taxonomy of powered flight from the Bleriot and Wright Flyer 
through the 1980’s—the entire span of the Kettering collection,” 
explained Exhibits Division Chief William Haas. 

Three vendors were selected to generate a concept and provide an 
estimate to complete the project. “Of all the vendors, one returned 
an absolutely stunning, supportless case that provided an  
unobstructed view over 80 feet,” Haas continued. “This vendor was 
selected to construct the case and create the graphics package 
tracing the lineage of more than 620 model aircraft.” 

The case is currently being assembled in Kettering Hall. Once the 
installation is completed the NMUSAF staff will begin to remove 
the models in small groups from their current location for  
conservation prior to moving them into the new case. This process 
will take many months due to the sensitivity of the  
models and size of the collection.

We can’t wait for the completion of this  
project which gives visitors a sense of the  
technological growth of aviation at a  
glance, and honors one of the early  
leaders of the Foundation.

H I S T O R Y



Another significant project undertaken last year was the  
conservation of the Stargazer gondola. On December 13, 1962, 
the Stargazer was carried aloft by a balloon and ultimately 

climbed to 82,000 feet. Air Force Capt Joseph W. Kittinger Jr. and 

Navy astronomer William C. White made many observations that 

supported the U.S. space program during their 18 ½ hour flight. It was the only flight of  
the Stargazer.

The gondola has been on display at the Museum for decades. “Over the years, the  
delicate vehicle suffered severe deterioration and was literally falling apart,” said Roberta 
Carothers, Chief of Collection Management at the Museum. “Since the Stargazer is a  

one-of-a-kind artifact, it was decided early on that the course of action would be a conserva-

tion treatment (stabilizing an artifact while maintaining as much of the original materials)  

versus a restoration (returning an object to a particular period of time, usually through  

replacing significant parts or exterior appearance, even if no longer using original materials).

“However, the conservation treatment it would need to retain as much of the original  

materials of the Stargazer would have been too time-consuming for the one and only  

Conservator at the Museum,” Carothers continued. “Fortunately, with the generous  
donations to the Air Force Museum Foundation, a contract for a conservation firm for  
the necessary treatments was made possible.”

“Visitors can now see a stabilized and clean gondola,” Carothers concluded. “The next  
project is to contract the construction of an enclosure to further protect this fragile and 

unique artifact for generations to come.”
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The Air Force Museum Foundation generates funds to support the National Museum of 
the U.S. Air Force™ in many ways. Donors range from individuals to large corporations.  
Our business units raise funds through purchases of attraction tickets, food, drink, books, 
clothing, and mementos, as well as fees for hosting events. All funds support the Museum 
and every amount matters, no matter how large or how small.

The same is true of the initiatives we support at the Museum—none is too big or too small. 
Last year the Foundation funded a large initiative at the Museum intended to increase 
visitorship. The Foundation also assisted the Museum with a small funding request that will 
have an immense impact on the Museum’s stewardship of the national historic collection.

In 2022, the Museum requested help boosting attendance. “The National Museum of the  
U.S. Air Force is broadening the appeal of the Museum to people who have never thought 
to visit through a program of special exhibits,” explained Museum Director David Tillotson. 
“These exhibits cover broad (but not necessarily Air Force) topics and provide a unique 
hands-on experience for our visitors.”

In response, the Foundation fully funded two hands-on, STEM-oriented exhibits hosted by 
the Museum in the fourth building’s new special exhibits space.

Leonardo da Vinci: Machines in Motion was presented from February through May. This 
exhibit was supported by gifts from individual donors and purchases from the Foundation. 
This effort produced impressive results—attendance during the tenure of Leonardo da Vinci: 
Machines in Motion was more than 45% above that of the same period during 2021, and 
the exhibit undoubtedly played a role in that increase.

Based on the success of the Leonardo da Vinci exhibit, the CenterPoint Energy Foundation 
chose to make a major gift to the Air Force Museum Foundation to support the next special 
exhibit. CenterPoint Energy gave $150,000 to the Foundation to bring Above and Beyond, 
presented by Boeing, to the Museum from mid-September through  
the end of the year.

SOARING INTO THE FUTURE
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“Supporting STEM opportunities for K-12 students is a top 
priority of CenterPoint Energy and our Foundation,” said 
Ashley Babcock, Vice President, Indiana and Ohio Gas. “We are 
excited to provide the funding opportunity for free admission 
to the National Museum of the U.S. Air Force’s special exhibit 
Above and Beyond and are proud to continue supporting the 
museum’s educational initiatives.” Of the nearly 31,500 people 
who experienced the Above and Beyond exhibit, more than 
8,100 were students from 129 school groups that scheduled their visit with the Museum’s 
Education Division.

On the other end of the support spectrum, the Foundation supported a request for just  
over $4,900 so the Research Division could begin a multi-year photo digitization project. 
While the amount is small compared to other Museum funding requests, it will have an  
immense impact.

The Museum’s Research Division is responsible for roughly 100,000 prints of historic photos 
scattered among the Subject Files of the Museum’s collection. This means some searches are 
very labor intensive. “We receive anywhere from 5-20 unique requests for information every 
week,” said Reference Curator William McLaughlin. “Some of these can be satisfied by simply 
writing what we know and attaching documentary support. Others require piecing together 
single items across multiple special collections.”

In addition to the complexity of the search, many of the prints are one-of-a-kind originals. 
When they are requested, they are pulled from their protective storage material and put 
through a scanner. “Every single time we have to pull these delicate photos and handle them 
for routine operations, artifact will deteriorate” McLaughlin explained. “If we have to use the 
originals every time for our operations, we are sacrificing tomorrow for today’s needs.”

“What the Foundation is doing for us, is transitioning us from a one-at-a-time business  
model to a holistic approach to preservation,” according to McLaughlin. He continued that 
this multi-year project “represents the twin salients of archival success; minimization of  
artifact handling and making the information available to the public.”

E D U C A T I O N



$1,481,333 

Special Exhibits $296,710

Other $8,266 

Events 
$201,368

Volunteer Support 
$37,869

Education 
$58,714

Exhibits $446,126

Collections 
$147,150

Operations & Memorial 
Park $101,880

Restoration 
$85,633

Public Affairs 
$97,617

For the year ending December 31, 2022.  

REVENUE

Museum Store  $3,781,933 

Attractions  $1,247,414 

Events $165,067 

Café  $265,782 

Investment Income & Gains  $866,490 

Development  $2,563,509 

Other Operations and Grants $257,114 

Total  $9,147,309

EXPENSES

Cost of Goods Sold $1,539,977

Compensation & Benefits $3,078,654

Attraction Operations $411,349

Museum Program Support $1,481,333

Café $21,303

Advertising/Marketing $221,175

General & Admin $823,898

Other & Depreciation $209,739

Total $7,787,428

Net Income  $1,359,881*

2022 MUSEUM PROGRAM SUPPORT

The Foundation’s support of Museum programming is funded by donations, 
retail and attractions operations, fees from events, and investment income 

and gains. Below is the overall Museum Program Support request for  

2022 broken down by area of support. The more-than $1,481,000 total 

represents a roughly four-fold increase over the Museum’s 2021 Program 
Support request.

2 0 2 2  F I N A N C I A L S

*excludes unrealized losses of ($3,845,313)



The Legacy Society was established to acknowledge and thank our many 

friends who have remembered and supported the Air Force Museum  

Foundation through their estate planning and intended future charitable 

giving. Their dedicated support ensures that the Air Force story will be 

preserved to inspire future generations to service, and to pursue education 

and careers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. 

If you would like information about planned gift opportunities, or to  

be included in the Legacy Society, please contact Matt Lynch at  

mlynch@afmuseum.com or 937.751.1570. You can also visit our legacy  

giving website at afmuseumlegacy.org.

Please contact Matt Lynch at mlynch@afmuseum.com if you would like to be listed differently.
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STAY CONNECTED

Keep up-to-date with what’s  
going on at the Museum and  
the Foundation.

Join us on Facebook  
@airforcemuseumfoundation

Follow us on Twitter  
@AFMFoundation

Watch us on YouTube  
@airforcemuseumfoundation

Follow us on LinkedIn  
@airforcemuseumfoundation

Follow us on Instagram  
@airforcemuseumfoundation

1100 Spaatz St., PO Box 33624  
Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433 

937.258.1218  |  afmuseum.com

The Air Force Museum Foundation, Inc., is a Section 501 (c)(3) private, non-profit organization incorporated under Ohio law. It is not part of the Department of Defense (DoD) or any of its components,  

and has no government status. The use of the Roundel image in the Foundation’s logo is with the permission of the United States Air Force (USAF); endorsement by the DoD or the USAF in fundraising activities  

of the Foundation is not intended nor implied pursuant to DoDI 5535.12. The appearance of DoD visual information does not imply or constitute DoD endorsement.
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